HOMECOMING: Award-winning NZ short film to premiere in Colors of Love Queer Film
Festival in Mumbai in February 2026
Press release

‘HOMECOMING’, an award-winning short film from New Zealand will have its Asia Premiere at the
Colors of Love — Queer Film Festival 2026 in Mumbai, India 13-15 February 2026. Written and
directed by transgender filmmaker Grae Meek, this is a psychological drama about a trans woman
who must face coming home and coming out to her disapproving parents. But as the dinner spirals
out of control, her anxieties manifest in sinister ways. The film is a tense, heartbreaking and deeply
moving portrayal of an authentic transgender experience. The film has played in festivals in New
Zealand, United Kingdom and Australia winning awards including Best Film at Top of The South Film
Festival and Best Actor - Awa Puna at Capricorn Film Festival.

With funding support from the New Zealand Film Commission, the film was made in Canterbury, New
Zealand with local cast and crew and stars up-and-coming transgender actor Awa Puna in the lead
role. Grae based much of the script and themes on her own experiences. “As a proud trans woman, |
love telling trans stories, and this story is a chance to speak my visceral truth. It is an authentic
portrayal of the anxieties of coming out to those you love (and fear) the most. It’s real, it’s heartfelt and
it's so exciting to see something that I've experienced up on the big screen. This is so much more
than a drama, and I'm so excited to bring to life a transgender story within the compelling, intense
moodiness of the genre.”

Producer Anna Canton of Annakey Productions says this film is important. “At a time of such divisive
commentary and misinformation, it is more important than ever that a film like ‘HOMECOMING’ is
seen as a beacon of conversation, empathy and even hope for the transgender community”. The
film’s Asia premiere being in India is meaningful too - it is part of a new local queer festival looking to
showcase powerful and diverse LGBTQ+ films from around the world — stories of love, identity, and
courage that deserve to be seen and celebrated. New Zealand's own Film India Screen Collective
Founder Petrina D’Rozario is also Canterbury-based and has been incredibly supportive of the film
and is excited to see it screened in Mumbai to Indian audiences.

We have 2 x Full Festival Passes to give away, all we ask in return is for you to attend the
HOMECOMING screening and take some photos of the event for us, as we are based so far away in
New Zealand. Please contact petrina@fiscnz.org.nz if you are interested in attending.

Festival Details:
3 Days of Queer Cinema « 13th—15th February 2026
Venue: Veda Black Box - 120, Aram Nagar - 2. Versova. Andheri West, Mumbai

HOMECOMING screening details:

14th February 2026

Program - 3 Film Screening (Screening Shorts)
2:30PM - 4:10PM

Follow HOMECOMING on Social Media to stay up-to-date with news
FaceBook | Instagram | IMDB | Letterboxd

For more info please contact:
Anna Canton (Producer)
annakey.productions@gmail.com
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